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One of his most trusted Generals, named Moselekatse, after
exterminating a tribe against which he had been sent, kept back
the cattle he had captured instead of sending it to his chief.
Chaka was enraged beyond measure at this outrage upon his
1 sacred rights/ and immediately sent word that he was coming
to slaughter his rebellious General and every man that was
with him. Moselekatse did not wait to be butchered, but,
marching with his army at full speed into the territory of the
Bechuanas, he deliberately destroyed every human being in his
way, and burnt every kraal and every field of corn, so that only
a blackened desert remained behind him, through which Chaka
would be unable to march for lack of food. Eventually, when
he was far from pursuit, he settled down near the Upper Lim-
popo River with his warriors and with the thousands of young
women they had captured as wives, and so founded a new
nation known henceforth as the Matabele.

Chaka, having lost Moselekatse, experienced another disaster,
one of his impis being destroyed by a warlike tribe against
whom they had been sent. At the news of this reverse a con-
spiracy took place among his chiefs, and one day, as he was
sitting in his kraal surrounded by his 1,000 wives, he was
stabbed in the back by his half-brother Dingan.

The latter, who is said to have been more ferocious and
inhumanly cruel than Chaka the Terrible, though that seems
hardly possible, now became chief of the Zulus, and he ruled
his people so savagely that the vultures in his neighbourhood
were fat with feeding on human flesh.

One other tribe in this whirlpool of blood must be specially
mentioned. It was governed by a chief named Moshesh, whose
methods of obtaining power were very different to the usual
practice of his race. He settled down in the fertile valley of the
Orange River at a place called ThabaBosigo, a natural fortress
of inaccessible mountains, so strong that no Zulu tribe could
capture it Moshesh relied on craftiness to extend his influence
and strengthen his authority. He invited any fugitives from
Chaka's or Dingan's cruelty to join him, and treated them so